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AGENDA

About
• Policy For Progress is a startup policy action lab incubated within ERNA 

working to elevate issues & leaders to close the gap between our 
Commonwealth’s values & reality

Format
• This is on the record
• 11:00-11:05 – Steve Koczela presents results of policy questions
• 11:05-11:10 – debrief policy questions
• 11:10-11:20 - Steve Koczela presents results of mayoral poll
• 11:20-11:30 – Q & A moderated by Reynolds Graves

Participation & 
Connecting

• Introduce yourself & share any resources or connecting opportunities and 
we can share in a follow-up email

• Please nominate issues, emerging policy researchers, and leaders to join 
our steering committee at PolicyForProgress.org



PFP launched in December, elevating critical issues through policy & 

public opinion research, partnerships, convening & communications

RESEARCH CONVENING & CONVERSATION COMMS



Democracy another core issue of inequities in full & fair representation 

in our Commonwealth – impacts echo in this poll

RESEARCH CONVENING & CONVERSATION COMMS



September 3, 2021

Steve Koczela, President of The MassINC Polling Group

The poll was a collaboration of Policy For Progress, New Democracy Coalition, and 
Housing Forward-MA with technical support and fiscal sponsorship from Education 
Reform Now Advocacy

info@massincpolling.com      MassINCPolling.com      @MassINCPolling

11 Beacon St Ste 500   |   Boston, MA 02108    |    Phone: (617) 224-1647

Boston mayoral prelim and issues 
A survey of Boston voters



Survey Background
• Results based on a survey of 453 registered voters in the City 

of Boston who voted in the 2020 presidential election.

• Conducted August 25-30, 2021 via live telephone 
interviewing using the voter file for city registered voters. 

• Data was weighted by gender, age, race education, party 
registration, and geography to represent registered voters in 
Boston who voted in 2020. 

• The poll was a collaboration of Policy For Progress, New 
Democracy Coalition, and Housing Forward-MA with 
technical support and fiscal sponsorship from Education 
Reform Now Advocacy
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A note on methods
• This survey represents registered voters in Boston who 

cast ballots in 2020. There is a subset of these who are 
regular municipal voters. 

• Findings are drawn from a broader electorate than is likely 
to show up in September. From this we can identify 
potential outcomes of different levels and shapes of voter 
turnout. 

• But the overall numbers should be viewed differently than 
a likely voter poll which only includes one turnout filter, 
assumption, or model. 
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Top issues, by mayoral cycle
• Housing costs now even with COVID as top issue; all others in 

single-digits.
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2013 2017 Jan 2021 Aug 2021
COVID-19 N/A N/A 43% 25%

Housing costs 5% 23% 14% 23%
Race relations 1% 5% 6% 2%
The economy / development 17% 10% 5% 2%

Public education 24% 11% 4% 5%
Taxes / budget issues 5% 2% 3% 3%
Homelessness 0% 2% 2% 4%
Climate change 0% 2% 2% 2%
Crime/public safety 22% 10% 2% 5%

Opioids 0% 3% 1% 1%
Traffic 3% 3% 1% 5%
Parking 0% 1% 1% 2%
Public transportation 3% 5% 1% 2%
Other (specify) 13% 15% 11% 13%

Don't Know / Refused 6% 7% 2% 4%

Q: In your own words, what is the single biggest issue facing the city of the Boston 
right now? OPEN END

COVID, housing costs stand out as top two issues
% who identify each topic area as the biggest issue facing Boston, by year



Housing proposal support
• Housing is one of the most important issues in most of our polling 

these days. Proposals that focus on affordable housing are very often 
popular, as they are in this poll. 
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Strongly 
support

Somewhat 
support

Somewhat 
oppose

Strongly 
oppose

Don’t know/ 
Refused

...make it easier and less 
expensive for builders to 
construct more affordable 
housing in the city?

56% 16% 8% 11% 10%

… building more housing in 
your neighborhood of the 
city?

41% 21% 9% 22% 7%

...make it easier and less 
expensive for builders to 
construct more housing in the 
city?

38% 18% 14% 14% 16%

Affordable housing is a popular proposal, with housing costs at all time highs 
% who say they would support / oppose each idea. 



Faneuil Hall changes 
• There is stronger support for changing the business mix and 

adding a statue of Frederick Douglass than for renaming 
Faneuil Hall. 
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Support Oppose
Don't know / 

refused

Renaming Faneuil Hall 51% 36% 12%

Bringing more Black-owned business 
into Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market

87% 5% 8%

Putting up a statue of abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass

72% 14% 14%

About half support the idea of renaming Faneuil Hall 
% who say they would support / oppose each idea. 



Support for renaming Faneuil Hall
• About half support the 

idea of renaming 
Faneuil Hall.

• Support levels vary 
widely between 
demographic groups 
with Black voters, 
women, and younger 
voters more supportive.

• White voters are about 
evenly divided.  

11

51%

45%

57%

52%

64%

56%

32%

45%
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49%

45%
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44%

36%

40%

33%

33%
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33%

52%
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20%

34%

40%

36%

36%

36%

30%

40%

12%

15%
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11%

17%
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Overall

Men
Women

18-29
30-44
45-59

60+

White
Black

All others

HS or less
Some college

BA / BS
Adv deg

Dem
Ind / Other

Varied support for renaming Faneuil Hall 
% who say they would support / oppose renaming

Oppose            Support DK/Ref



Elected School Committee
• Boston voter opinion is not clear on the best 

course for oversight of the school system. 

There is little consensus on the best path forward for BPS oversight
% of voters who say they would support / oppose each idea. 

Boston should create a new elected body 38%

Mayor and City Council should exercise more oversight 35%

Both / neither / it depends 9%

Don’t know/Refused 17%

The Boston Public Schools are overseen by a committee nominated by city residents and confirmed by the Mayor. The 
City Council also approves the city budget, which includes schools, and has an education committee. Some say Boston 
should create a new elected body who will have oversight of the schools. Others say the solution is more oversight of the 
schools from the city council and mayor. How about you? Do you think there should be new elected body to deal directly 
with the schools or should the city council and the mayor exercise more oversight? 



POLICY DEBRIEF



Candidate favorables
• Michelle Wu remains the best known candidate. 

• Voters express net favorable views of all of the candidates. 
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Q: Please tell me if you have a generally favorable or generally unfavorable view of 

the person. 

Voters view each of the candidates favorably; Wu is best known
% of voters who express each view of potential candidates. 

Heard of,         Never
Unfavorable                   Favorable                                              undecided     heard of   

13%

19%

13%

20%

16%

22%

30%

38%

38%

50%

26%

24%

22%

20%

20%

34%

24%

22%

18%

11%

John Barros

Anissa Essaibi George

Andrea Campbell

Kim Janey

Michelle Wu



Wu retains the edge
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Q: As you may know, there is an election for Mayor of Boston later this year, and a number of candidates may run. 

If the choices were READ AND ROTATECANDIDATE CHOICES, who would you be most likely to support? IF 

UNDECIDED Even though you say you are undecided –which candidate for Mayor of Boston are you leaning 

toward supporting as of now? 

Wu begins the contest in a strong position 
% who support or lean toward each candidate among 
total Boston 2020 voters 

• There is a cluster in second 
place. Many outcomes 
remain possible. 

• With 2 weeks left, Michelle 
Wu remains in a strong 
position.

• There are plenty of 
undecided voters left to 
change the outcome. 

• Topline numbers reflect 
entire sample, not modeled 
for turnout.

4%

4%

19%

4%

11%

13%

15%

30%

Another candidate

Refused

DK / Undec.

John Barros

Andrea Campbell

Anissa Essaibi George

Kim Janey

Michelle Wu



Turnout matters to support levels
• There are a very wide range of possible outcomes depending what turnout 

levels end up looking like. 

• Janey and Essaibi George stand to gain or lose the most. 
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Essaibi George rises to second with most-likely voters
% of voter supporting each candidate, by turnout score category

Overall

Lowest 
turnout 

score

Lower
turnout 

score

Higher
turnout 

score

Highest
turnout 

score

Recent 
municipal

voter
Michelle Wu 30% 29% 27% 33% 32% 30%

Kim Janey 15% 15% 19% 16% 8% 12%

Anissa Essaibi George 13% 9% 10% 14% 23% 16%

Andrea Campbell 11% 9% 17% 7% 11% 11%

John Barros 4% 2% 5% 5% 6% 6%

Another candidate 4% 6% 2% 5% 2% 4%

Don’t Know / Undecided 19% 25% 17% 19% 14% 17%

Refused 4% 5% 3% 2% 4% 3%



It all comes down to turnout … really

Wu Campbell Janey
Essaibi
George Barros

Other / 
Und / Ref

Overall 30% 11% 15% 13% 4% 26%

Men 29% 8% 12% 17% 5% 28%
Women 31% 14% 17% 11% 3% 25%

18-29 30% 12% 12% 13% 1% 32%
30-44 37% 15% 14% 8% 5% 21%
45-59 26% 11% 16% 18% 5% 24%
60+ 25% 6% 18% 17% 6% 29%

White 31% 10% 15% 19% 5% 21%
Black 20% 18% 23% 4% 5% 31%
All others 37% 8% 8% 12% 4% 32%

HS or less 23% 9% 16% 20% 1% 31%
Some college 28% 7% 12% 15% 7% 31%
BA / BS 33% 15% 15% 10% 5% 23%
Adv deg 31% 12% 19% 10% 6% 22%

< $50k 35% 6% 14% 13% 4% 28%
$50-$99k 30% 11% 18% 11% 4% 26%
$100k+ 27% 16% 15% 16% 6% 20%

EBos / Ctown / SBos / Dot 23% 11% 10% 25% 3% 28%
DT / B Bay / Fens / A-B 37% 8% 19% 10% 6% 20%
Rox / Mpan / HPark / Dot 30% 14% 16% 5% 6% 30%
WRox / Rosl / JP / M Hill 29% 13% 15% 15% 2% 27%17

• Candidates 
(other than Wu) 
are drawing very 
different 
demographic 
profiles. 

• Who specifically 
turns out could 
make a very large 
difference in how 
this race shapes 
up. 

Candidates are drawing support from different places
% in each demographic group supporting each candidate



Campaign contact and outreach
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• Relatively few voters have been contacted by each campaign, with 57% 
reporting contact from at least 1 campaign. 

• White, wealthier voters are more likely to say they have been 
contacted. 

Overall < $50k $50-$99k $100k+ White Black All others

Michelle Wu 28% 15% 28% 39% 34% 24% 21%

Andrea Campbell 28% 18% 28% 39% 34% 24% 21%

Kim Janey 23% 11% 27% 29% 28% 21% 15%

Anissa Essaibi George 22% 8% 22% 33% 30% 12% 17%

John Barros 17% 5% 17% 26% 20% 14% 15%

White, wealthier voters report more campaign outreach
% who say they have been contacted by each campaign. 



Chart ran by Steve during Q&A on 
horserace among voters 

contacted by any campaign
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